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ADOPTION APPLICATIONS COMMITTEE 
1203. Hon NICK GOIRAN to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Child Protection: 
I refer to question without notice 857 regarding the Adoption Applications Committee. 
(1) Have all members of the committee now been appointed? 
(2) If yes to (1), on what date was this finalised and who has been appointed? 
(3) How many applicants were there for the committee positions? 
(4) When did the new committee first meet and how many applications are now before the committee? 
(5) What was the cause of the enormous delay in appointing members of the committee after it was dissolved 

in 2019? 
(6) How many applications to the committee aged out of any adoption options due to this lengthy delay? 
(7) What new procedures are being put in place to ensure that such an enormous delay does not occur again? 
Hon SUE ELLERY replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 
(1) Yes. 
(2) The committee was appointed on 31 August 2020. The Adoption Applications Committee members are 

Alan Moroni, Margaret Van Keppel, Rhiarne Bruce, Melanie Bolton, Geoffrey Parnell, Diane Davies and 
Diane Scarle. 

(3) The Department of Communities received 33 applications. 
(4) The Adoption Applications Committee first met on 25 September 2020 and subsequently met on 13 October 

and 27 October 2020. All applications have been considered and applicants notified. As at 3 November 2020, 
there are no remaining applications before the committee. 

(5) The recruitment process for the new Adoption Applications Committee commenced in October 2019. It was 
anticipated that commencing the recruitment process two months prior to the expiration of the committee 
would allow enough time for the formal appointment of a new committee. Unfortunately, this time frame 
was not achievable due to a range of factors including the availability of senior staff to review and agree 
on recommended applicants, the impact of the end-of-year resourcing and office relocations. In 2020, the 
COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on screening processes led to further delays. 

(6) No applicants became ineligible due to the delay in appointing the committee. 
(7) Future recruitment will be undertaken a minimum of six months prior to the expiry of the current committee. 
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